Surgical management of intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma: a 31-year experience.
Intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma (ICC) is the second most common malignant primary tumor of the liver. It is, though, a rare tumor and little is known regarding its natural history, clinicopathologic characteristics, or the outcomes of surgical therapy. We reviewed the experience of 61 patients with ICC seen by the surgical service at the Mayo Clinic over a 31-year period. Patient demographic and clinical data were recorded, as were survival statistics. Pathologic data were also obtained and patients stratified according to the TNM classification. Twenty-eight patients were resected for cure. Overall, 45 patients died of ICC. Of the patients resected for cure, survival at 3 years was 60%. No pathologic condition was found to be associated with the development of ICC. Overall survival correlated with stage of the tumor. Among patients resected for cure, stage did not correlate with survival. Prognosis for patients with ICC remains poor; resection, though, appears to prolong survival.